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Culture Shock

By Rupert Kwan

Zo—00%

When people move to a new country to make a living,
there will be a series of culture shocks. Some will
come in a hard way and others will not. I think that
human beings are one of the most adaptive species of
creatures. Whether I am a traveller or an immigrant,
one of the most fascinating experiences for me is to
find out the differences in culture and the reasons be-
hind those differences.

After immigrating to Canada in 1993, one of the first
things to do was to apply for a driver's license. I was a
part time cab driver in Hong Kong years ago, and so I
believed that the driving test would be no problem for
me in Vancouver. After hiring a driving instructor for
two hours, I immediately went for a driving test. The
driving license officer was an old man, and after the
first few minutes of the driving test, he asked me to
pull over and parallel park the car. I remember the spot
was big enough to park a full sized pick-up truck, so I
parked with ease and confidence just like the instructor
had told me two hours earlier. After parking the car,
the officer checked the clearance around the car and
then flipped my application papers quite a few times
(because I got 100% on written test). Then he said to
me sternly . "How come you said you don't have an
International driving license? You don't look like a
new driver to me!" Obviously he figured out that I
was lying and I confessed right away. I said, "I am sor-
ry, I was following my instructor's advice. He told me
if I failed my driving test, my International driving li-
cense will be revoked until I have passed the driving
test in B.C., so everybody lies just in case. "

Early confession worked. The officer became friendly
and talkative during the rest of the test. He asked
where did I come from and how I was doing in Canada
and how much I paid for my driving lessons. I said
about $150 including two hours learning and two hours
rental for testing. He said, "Waste of money."

So I figured out that lying was not a problem. As I

—

moved on, the officer talked about his plan for vaca-
tion in China. His destination was a beautiful city in
southern China which I had visited long time ago. We
were talking and talking about China and suddenly he
banged on the car panel and shouted, "What are you
doing? How fast are you driving?" I looked at my car
speedometer and it was way beyond 60 km in a 50 km
zone. That was a big mistake and I screwed up. And I
thought I had failed the driving test. In desperation, |
saw a bus just right in front of me, I immediately said
to the officer, "Look , I was just following that bus
when we were talking, see now we're not even come
close to that bus."

The officer was silent for a moment and then he asked
me, "OK, say if a police officer give you a speeding
ticket for driving 51 km in a 50 km zone, what will the
judge say?" I knew I was in real trouble by that time.
If I said yes, I admitted I was speeding earlier, if I said
no, then I was not an honest person. I thought for a
moment and said, "Look , my car speedometer is not a
digital one, it is not clear I am driving 50 km or 51 km.
right?" The officer was speechless for a minute and
then he said, "No, 51 km is 51 km, if the law says
maximum is 50 km, 51 km is speeding." "Yes Sir, I
understand". "Drive carefully, understand?" I said,
"Yes Sir, [ understand." "Drive carefully back to the
Motor Vehicle License Office", he said. So I drove all
the way back to the office at 48 km without an inci-
dence. At the end of the test, the officer said, "I will
deduct 10 marks for a minor mistake, but you pass."
"Thank you Sir, and good-bye Sir", I said cheerfully.

That was one of the culture shocks for me, that my
country is so lenient and I am grateful still to this day.
And for the record, after driving 16 years in North
America and approximately 400,000 km, I've only had
three speeding tickets. Am I a road star driver? Touch
wood.
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WHAT IS FERTILIZER?

By Michael Sung

Ask anyone what fertilizer is and most will say that
they know. Ask the same person where it came from or
how it was made; they may not have the answer.

If you want your lawn to be green and lush, your flow-
ers to bloom and bloom, fertilizer plays an important
role in plant growth. The growth process of a plant re-
quires a number of elements and chemicals to help
strengthening its building blocks as they develop. The
key ones include:

e Carbon, hydrogen and oxygen — the plant gets these
from air and water (lots of them).

e Nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium — the three
macronutrients that are required in large quantities
to help the plants to grow. (the 3 numbers printed
on each bag of fertilizer. For example, a bag of fer-
tilizer displaying the three numbers such as 12-8-10
has 12% nitrogen, 8% phosphorus and 10% potas-
sium).

If any of the macronutrients are missing or hard to ob-
tain from the soil, the growth rate of the plant will be
limited. Mother Nature provides plants with some ni-
trogen, phosphorus and potassium from the decaying
of plants that died. When plants died, nitrogen is re-
leased into the soil to be recycled for the new plants to
grow.

In order for plants to grow faster and more abundant,
macronutrients need to be supplied to the plants in
readily available forms. That is the reason why fertiliz-
er, a mixture of nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium and
others, is used to feed the plants at different stages of
growth. Other chemicals that the plants required to
grow are much smaller in quantities and are more
available from the soil where they grow.

Fertilizer is used to feed the plants to make them grow.
In turn, the plants feed the animals that produce the
meat for human consumption. Human eats meats, veg-
etables and fruits containing everything that are needed
to support human growth. That is why human do not

need fertilizer.

Nitrogen, used in the manufacturing of nitrogen ferti-
lizer, is an “inorganic chemical” manufactured from a
gaseous reaction of hydrogen and nitrogen into ammo-
nium. The ammonium is further processed to produce
nitrous compounds that plants can absorb.

Phosphorus is a mineral, mined from deposits in the
ground. Some phosphorus deposits are quite close to
the earth's surface and can be mined using large dredg-
es or draglines in the form of stripped mining. Others
will have to be drilled and blasted to reach the phos-
phorus deposit before they can be mined and pro-
cessed. The mixture of earth, phosphorus and others
elements is processed to extract the Rock Phosphate,
used for manufacturing of phosphoric acid. The reac-
tion of phosphoric acid and ammonia produces the
phosphoric fertilizer.

Canadian Potassium was formed over 350 million
years ago (Middle Devonian age) as a result of the fi-
nal stage of evaporative concentration of sea water at
the Elk Point Basin (a large area covering parts of Al-
berta and Saskatchewan). The concentrates, up to 200
meter thick, consist of inter-bedded halite (NaCl), Syl-
vite (KCl), Carnallite (Hydrated Potassium Magnesium
Chloride), clay and other materials. These sedimentary
deposits are buried at depths between 400 to 2800 me-
ters, and are either mined using underground mining
technique (using shafts) or in-situ leaching (solution
mining). The products from either methods of mining
are then processed into pallets and other forms for the
manufacturing of potash fertilizer.

The Mining Industry plays a major role in the supply
of primary products for the manufacturing of different
types of fertilizers needed by farmers to feed the world.

Submitted by Michael Sung (HKTC 1965). Michael
has been associated with the Canadian Mining In-
dustry since 1967.
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